Bern Township Planning Commission Meeting of May 12, 2026

Present: Planning Commission: Michael Werley, Christopher Becker, James Colflesh, Steve
Tricarico and Thomas Egan.

Also Attending: Scott Miller, Spotts, Stevens & McCoy; Atty. Keith Mooney, Barley Snyder
Michael Werley called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.

Acceptance of Minutes

The minutes of April 14, 2026, meeting were approved. Motion by Mr. Becker, seconded by Mr.
Tricarico. Motion carried.

Subdivision and Land Development Plans

Berks 183 Lots A, F, & G Preliminary Plan

Paul Schmoll of Barry Isett & Associates stated they received the comments from Mr. Morey and
they see no issues or concerns with the comments that were presented. Mr. Miller read the letter
from SSM dated May 8, 2026. Conditional Use was approved for the project. There were two
Wavier Requests, and both were approved by the Board of Supervisors but should be noted on
the Final Plan. A set of plans needs to be dropped off at the Township Building for the Fire
Marshal. Mr. Schmoll stated he will double-check the terms of the Traffic Impact Study and if
the numbers are not listed, another study will be done. Mr. Miller read the General Comments
and there were discussions on the noted items.

Mr. Schmoll asked if it is possible to get approval for this based on the noted changes for
preliminary approval. Mr. Miller reviewed this with Mr. Morey earlier today and they both agree
that if the recommended approval is granted it will be conditional upon the comments on the
review letter. Mr. Becker made a motion to accept as Preliminary Approval with the written
changes from SSM letter dated May 8, 2026, seconded by Mr. Tricarico. Motion carried.

Alternative Energy Ordinance discussion and recommendation

Atty. Mooney stated there were several items that Mr. Potts and he needed to work on, which
came out of the last meeting. Mr. Potts made some adjustments to these recommendations. A
formal re-submission has not been made to the Berks County Planning Commission or to the
Bern Township Planning Commission and Atty. Mooney recommended to wait and have this
discussion till next month after the formal re-submission is made. Mr. Werley expanded on the
findings that were received from Berks County Planning Commission. Mr. Colflesh made a
motion to table this discussion till either the next meeting or receive documents, seconded by Mr.
Becker. Motion carried.



Discussion of Data Center Ordinances

Atty. Mooney noted he thought this information was provided to everyone but realized it was
not. He will get this information distributed. Mr. Becker made a motion to table this discussion
until further information is provided, seconded by Mr. Colflesh. Motion carried.

Public Comments
Mr. Stork asked about solar panels, why it matters where the panels are put, if you have to screen
the surrounding area?

Another question was asked whether or not the Limerick Developer has purchased the
Ontelaunee Farms property. Mr. Potts responded this has not been purchased yet. But the
developer that wants to build in Limerick is going to buy the Ontelaunee Grange Property and he
is going to give it to the PA Game Commission and the PA Game Commission is giving the land
in Limerick to the developer.

Solicitor
No Comment

Adjournment

Mr. Colflesh made a motion to adjourn at approximately 8:25 p.m.; seconded by Mr. Becker. All
in favor. Motion carried.



