TOWNSHIP OF BERN
BERKS COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA

July 7, 2026

SUPERVISORS MEETING

SUPERVISORS PRESENT: Irene Reed, Chairperson
Brian Eveland, Supervisor
Jeffrey Thompson, Supervisor
Dr. Boyd Wagner, Supervisor
Theresa Stork, Supervisor

STAFF PRESENT: Brian Potts, Township Manager
Diane Delesus, Secretary/Treasurer
Bobby Turner, Road Foreman
Brett Forry, Chief of Police
Keith Mooney, Esquire
Kent Morey, Engineer
Bradley Pflum, Code Enforcement

CALLTO ORDER-PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Mrs. Reed called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.
CONSENT AGENDA

Dr. Wagner moved to approve the consent agenda, seconded by Mr. Thompson. YES: Dr.
Wagner, Mr. Eveland, Mrs. Stork, Mr. Thompson and Mrs. Reed. Motion carried.

FINANCE REPORT

Balances as of July 7, 2026, General Fund: $2,897,613.66 State Account: $702,452.69,
PLGIT: $80,295.38, Certificate of Deposits: $647,257.41, Expenses: $92,329.95.

Treasurer’s Report accepted subject to audit.

PUBLIC COMMENT

None
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Mrs. Reed thanked our police department and fire company for the excellent job they provided
during President Donald Trump’s recent visit to our area.

ORDINANCES & RESOLUTIONS

Review and Discussion of Alternative Energy Ordinance — Mr. Potts sent the ordinance to the
Supervisors with noted changes made by the Planning Commission and Township staff. Mr.
Potts is asking for some decisions to be made this evening, so the ordinance can be submitted to
Atty. Mooney and resubmitted to Berks County Planning Commission. Dr. Wagner stated he
believes these districts should be limited to GI & LI areas, not AB & RR and the ordinance
should not be by Conditional Use. Mrs. Reed explained that alternative energy is allowed in all
residential areas. Currently GI and LI are the two districts where commercial solar is permitted.
Mrs. Reed noted acreage size for each district. AB is 3,121, RR is 3,567, and IR 2,788. Mrs.
Stork asked if the concern is that too many solar fields might be constructed in these districts?
Mrs. Stork also questioned whether the shortage of electricity is still an issue. Mr. Potts
responded that the electricity shortage situation has been resolved with the substation. Set back
regulations were reviewed and agreed upon: 100’ from any road, 150’ from any property line and
300’ from any residential property. A question was raised, who deems the decommissioning to
be acceptable when returning the land to its former state? Mr. Potts responded that approval
would be given by the Zoning Officer. Also, concern was expressed regarding the
decommissioning process and possible hazardous waste and the disposal of the panels. Mr.
Werley of the Planning Commission asked when decommissioning does happen what is the
process for going back into Clean and Green? Atty. Mooney responded that the property owner
would reapply for Clean and Green with Berks County. Mrs. Reed inquired about the next steps
in the process for this ordinance. Atty. Mooney replied it will be 30 days from the date he
submits the revised ordinance to the Berks County Planning Commission; it will come back to
our Planning Commission.

Discussion/Approval Curative Amendment of Data Center Uses Resolution — Atty. Mooney
explained this resolution is declaring our ordinance deficient as it relates to data centers. By
having the curative amendment, it gives protection to our ordinance, and it cannot be challenged
if someone proposes a data center and declares our ordinance exclusionary. Mr. Potts and Atty.
Mooney noted if a developer states that the ordinance is exclusionary it gives the developer the
right to put a data center anywhere. Atty Mooney added that you cannot utilize another curative
amendment for three years once this is amended. Mr. Potts highly recommended having this
approved. Mr. Eveland made a motion to approve the curative amendment of data center uses
resolution, seconded by Dr. Wagner. YES: Dr. Wagner, Mr. Eveland, Mrs. Stork, Mr. Thompson
and Mrs. Reed. Motion carried.
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Discussion / Approval of Federal Highlands Boundary Inclusion Resolution- Mr. Potts stated
the Township received a letter from the Game Commission. This letter states that if we join the
Highlands Conservation Act Grant Program it allows us to apply to the Federal Government and
ask for 50% reimbursement of the cost we paid for the land. Also, we can apply to DCNR for
the other 50% if land is used for conservation or recreation purposes. Dr. Wagner made a motion
for the approval of the Federal Highlands Boundary inclusion resolution, seconded by Mr.
Thompson. YES: Dr. Wagner, Mr. Eveland, Mrs. Stork, Mr. Thompson and Mrs. Reed. Motion
carried.

TOWNSHIP MANAGER

Supervisors received a copy of the report.

Discussion of the Bernville Business Center Access Points — Brian Johnson from Kinsley
Properties, Steve Walsh; Civil Engineer, Kevin Savage; Traffic Engineer both with Dynamic
Engineering and Matt Close partner on this project from C&B Development provided information
to develop a 169,000 square foot warechouse. We received a request to evaluate access to Route
183 instead of using Leiscz’s Bridge Road. They attended last month’s Planning Commission
meeting and during this discussion it was determined that using Leiscz’s Bridge Road was the
more appropriate access, but the topic was how to mitigate negative impacts for this access. It was
suggested to restrict left turn movement and were asked to present this concept to the Supervisors.
Mr. Walsh from Dynamic provided a plan and explained this concept. Mr. Savage also added
details of the traffic study that was done for access to Route 183 versus Leiscz’s Bridge Road.
There were lengthy discussions and questions regarding this potential warehouse and access
points.

PUBLIC SAFETY & SERVICES

Muhlenberg Township Fire and Rescue - Chief Lupco stated for the month of June there were
183 calls for service and 43 in Bern Township, with an average of 8.4 personnel per call.

Emergency Medical Services — Mr. Hinkle stated you received one of two reports, still waiting
for the second report.

Emergency Management — Supervisors received a copy of the report. Mrs. Reed also thanked
Emergency Management for all the work they did preparing for the President's visit on short
notice.
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Discussion/Approval to Implement Burn Ban - Mr. Thompson made a motion to implement
the burn ban, seconded by Dr. Wagner. YES: Dr. Wagner, Mr. Eveland, Mrs. Stork, Mr.
Thompson and Mrs. Reed. Motion carried.

Police Department - Supervisors received a copy of the report.

Discussion/Approval to Send Officer to Hostage & Active Shooter Training - Mr. Eveland
made a motion to approve sending Officer Archutowski to hostage & active shooter training,
seconded by Dr. Wagner. YES: Dr. Wagner, Mr. Eveland, Mrs. Stork, Mr. Thompson and Mrs.
Reed. Motion carried.

Discussion/Approval to Send Officers to Search & Seizure Training — Mr. Eveland made a
motion to approve sending Officer Dickson and Officer Heckman to search & seizure training,
seconded by Dr. Wagner. YES: Dr. Wagner, Mr. Eveland, Mrs. Stork, Mr. Thompson and Mrs.
Reed. Motion carried.

Ratify Memorandum of Understanding with Schuylkill Valley School District — Mr.
Thompson made motion to ratify the Memorandum of Understanding with Schuylkill Valley
School District, seconded by Dr. Wagner. YES: Dr. Wagner, Mr. Eveland, Mrs. Stork, Mr.
Thompson and Mrs. Reed. Motion carried.

Discussion/Approval to Memorandum of Understanding with Berks County Youth Center
— Mr. Eveland made a motion to approve the Memorandum of Understanding with Berks County
Youth Center, seconded by Dr. Wagner. YES: Dr. Wagner, Mr. Eveland, Mrs. Stork, Mr.
Thompson and Mrs. Reed. Motion carried.

PLANNING/ZONING/CODE ENFORCEMENT

Engineer (SSM) — Supervisors received a copy of the report.
Planning Commission

Discussion/Approval of Leiscz’s Bridge Road Lot Stormwater Agreement — Atty. Mooney
prepared this agreement for your consideration. Mr. Thompson made a motion to approve the
Leiscz’s Bridge Road Lot Stormwater Agreement, seconded by Mr. Eveland. YES: Dr. Wagner,
Mr. Eveland, Mrs. Stork, Mr. Thompson and Mrs. Reed. Motion carried.

Discussion/Approval of Eplers Church Land Development Waiver Request — Mr. Arndt
represents Eplers Church and is present for tonight’s meeting. Eplers Church Cemetery would
like to construct a 24 x 26 pole barn to house mowers, backhoe and other cemetery equipment.
This pole barn would be located between the church, cemetery, and between West Leesport
Road, the tombstones and labyrinth. Mr. Arndt is asking for a waiver since the Townships
Ordinance states the maximum 180 square feet can be built without Land Development approval
416
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process. Mr. Potts instructed Mr. Arndt that he will need to complete a building permit
application and also will need to look into possible stormwater application. Dr. Wagner made a
motion to approve Eplers Church Land Development waiver request, seconded by Mrs. Stork.
YES: Dr. Wagner, Mr. Eveland, Mrs. Stork, Mr. Thompson and Mrs. Reed. Motion carried.

Time Extensions

None

Code Enforcement - Supervisors received a copy of the report.

Discussion/Approval to Refund Building Permit Fee for 148 Oak Circle - Mr. Thompson
made a motion approving refund of the building permit fee of $80.00 for 148 Oak Circle,
seconded by Dr. Wagner. YES: Dr. Wagner, Mr. Eveland, Mrs. Stork, Mr. Thompson and Mrs.
Reed. Motion carried.

Discussion/Approval to Refund Building Permit Residual for 1052 Hilltop Road - Mr.
Thompson made a motion to approve the refund of the residual building permit fee of $286.75
for 1052 Hilltop Road, seconded by Dr. Wagner. YES: Dr. Wagner, Mr. Eveland, Mrs. Stork, Mr.
Thompson and Mrs. Reed. Motion carried.

Discussion/Approval to Refund Building Permit Residual for 704 Belfair Drive- Mr.
Thompson made a motion to approve the refund of the residual building permit fee of $285.24
for 704 Belfair Drive, seconded by Dr. Wagner. YES: Dr. Wagner, Mr. Eveland, Mrs. Stork, Mr.

Thompson and Mrs. Reed. Motion carried.

Discussion/Approval to Refund Building Permit Residual for 311 Green Lane - Mr.
Thompson made a motion to approve the refund of the residual building permit fee of $285.24
for 311 Green Lane, seconded by Dr. Wagner. YES: Dr. Wagner, Mr. Eveland, Mrs. Stork, Mr.

Thompson and Mrs. Reed. Motion carried.

STORMWATER MANGEMENT

MS4 Stormwater Report — Mr. Potts noted the Stormwater Manual has been updated and is
good for another year. He also has worked on the annual report, but there are some items that
need clarification.

ROADS

Supervisors have a copy of the report. Mr. Turner added H&K completed the road project in the
Willows on James Drive, we are about $70,000.00 over bid cost. This overage is due to the
asphalt index increase with the oil prices and 10% threshold, also more than 221 tons of base
repair.

SEWER/WATER/BERN TOWNSHIP MUNICIPAL AUTHORITY
Nothing to report.
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SOLID WASTE ADVISORY COMMISSION
Nothing to report.

ADMINISTRATION

Discussion/Approval to Purchase Copy Machine — Mr. Potts noted the copy machine is 10
years old. We received three different quotes. Edwards Business quoted $4,600.00 which is
lower than what we paid back in 2017. The monthly service fee is $31.50, so the total exposure is
$7,246.00 for 7- years. Mr. Thompson made a motion to approve the purchase of the copy
machine, seconded by Mr. Eveland. YES: Dr. Wagner, Mr. Eveland, Mrs. Stork, Mr. Thompson
and Mrs. Reed. Motion carried.

Next Meeting- The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, August 4, 2026, at 7:00 PM at the
Bern Township Municipal Building.

ADJOURNMENT
The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Diane Delesus, Secretary/Treasurer
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