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Manager Retirement Notice

With both gratitude and sadness, I share that I
will be retiring from my position as Bern Township
manager effective December 31, 2026. After much
reflection, I believe this is the right time for me to
step away and look for other opportunities in life.

It has been my sincere privilege to serve as
manager of the Township for the last 20 years.
Together, we have grown our services to the
residents by creating a yard waste center at first,
then upgrading and improving it with technology,
implementing household recycling collection,
designing and constructing a system to solve
flooding issues on Washington Road and winning
an award for the project after it’'s completion,
administering the American Rescue Funds to
purchase new equipment for the road department
and to partially fund the expansion and renovations
to the police department and improve HVAC and
security systems for the entire building, navigating
through the pandemic; keeping staff healthy and
continuing services in a challenging environment,
installing an emergency generator system for our
campus, improving the basketball and tennis courts,
creating a newsletter to keep constituents informed,
building a stormwater management plan to keep us
in compliance with DEP requirements, managing
the challenging process of improving fire protection
services in the Township, creating an email database
to keep residents informed, creating a sustained five-
year financial plan and a ten-year road improvement
plan and constructing a walking trail to name a few
items. These achievements were not mine alone;
they were the result of collaboration, dedication and
the hard work of staff, consultants and contractors.

I will cherish the relationships that have
been built through the years with Supervisors,
staff, consultants, constituents and contractors.
1 appreciate how the Township believed in my
abilities when they hired me for this position and
thank them for allowing me to have an incredible
journey as manager through the years. I thank the
Bern Township staff for believing in, supporting
and respecting the direction of our organization
over the years. I thank the consultants for their
faithful support, guidance and dedication to
their craft while being sensitive to our expenses.

While I am stepping away from this position, Ilook
forward to seeing the Township reach the next level
and continue to enjoy the great services provided. <
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BERN TOWNSHIP

1069 Old Bernville Road
Reading, PA 19605
Hours: Mon-Thur 8:30 am to 4:30 pm
Fri- 8:30 am to 12 pm
Phone: (610) 926-2267
Fax: (610) 926-9028
www.berntownship.org

TOWNSHIP SUPERVISORS
Brian S. Eveland 610-587-0077
Irene Reed 610-926-7621
Theresa Stork 484-955-0348
Jeff Thompson 610-371-9411
Boyd C. Wagner 610-372-2121
SUPERVISORS MEETING

1st Tuesday of the Month - 7:00 pm
Township Staff

Brian Potts Manager

Diane Dedesus Secretary / Treasurer

Brett Forry Chief of Police

Bobby Turner Road Foreman
Township Contacts

LTL Consultants Building Inspector /

610-987-9290 Zoning Officer

Lori Hozza Municipal Authority

610-916-9919

Jamie Jamison
610-916-8955

Tax Collector

Systems Design Sewage Officer
610-375-7640
Kevin Hinkle Emergency Management
For emergencies call 911
Non-Emergency for Police, Fire, Rescue & Medical
610-655-4911

Township Monthly Meetings
Planning Commissgion 2nd Tuesday at 7:30 pm
Municipal Authority 4th Wed. at 11:00 am
Solid Waste Commission Meeting dates as needed
Zoning Hearing Board Meeting dates as needed
Recreation Board Meeting dates as needed

POLLING PLACES

I1st Precinct Bern Twp. Municipal Building

Ontelaunee Grange Hall
Greenfields Fire Co. Social Hall

2nd Precinct
3rd Precinct
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TRASH COLLECTION INFO
Bern Township Trash Collection Districts:
Greenfields / Riveredge Acres
Orchard Hill Area
(West Leesport & Rick Road)
Bern Manor Area
(Prison Road, Kercher & Mull Ave, Burdan Drive)
Willows Area
(Cathy & Christina Drive, Almark Way)
Northwest Area
(Ziegler, Park Roads, Brossman Court)
About Bern Trash Collections:

Every week - six (6) 35 gallon bags or cans per
household, one (1) bulk item per week allowed
NO items containing Freon, automotive
tires, hazardous waste, oil or epoxy paint cans or
construction material. Please use lids on cans.
Collection Dates:

Oct. 5, 12, 19, 26; Now. 2, 9, 16, 23, 30;
Dec. 7, 14, 21, 28; Jan. 4, 11, 18, 25;
Feb. 1, 8, 15, 22; Mar. 1, 8, 15, 22, 29;
Apr. 5, 12, 19, 26; May 3, 10, 17, 24
CALL 610-926-2267 the day of collection to
report a missed trash collection - messages
can be left on the answering machine until
midnight

RECYCLING COLLECTION INFO
About Bern Recycling Collections:
Every other week. Please use lids on cans.
DO NOT USE PLASTIC BAGS!

Place #1 and #2 plastics, tin, Bi-metal, glass
and aluminum cans in your recycling container.
Place newspapers in
paper bags or bundle. Cut cardboard and place
in paper bags or bundle. Items NOT collected
for recyeling: paint cans, tires, styrofoam, plastics
#3 thru #7, batteries or large appliances.
Collection Dates:

District #1:

Oct. 1, 15, 29; Now. 12, 27; Dec. 10, 24;
Jan. 7, 21; Feb. 4, 18; Mar. 4, 18;

Apr. 1, 15, 29; May 13, 27
District #2:

Oct. 8, 22; Nov. 5, 19; Dec. 3, 17, 31;
Jan. 14, 28; Feb. 11, 25; Mar. 11, 25;
Apr. 8, 22; May 6, 20

CALL 610-926-2267 the day of collection to
report a missed recycling collection -
messages can be left on the answering
machine until midnight
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Bern Township

Welcome to Jessica Seiders

The township has selected the next person to
manage the Township — Jessica Seiders. Jessica
lives in Schuylkill Haven and has been the Borough
Administrator of Schuylkill Haven Borough for the
last5+years. While at Schuylkill Haven, she managed
42full-time employees, budgets exceeding $14 million
and secured $1.7 million in state and federal grant
funding. She has also worked for the Pennsylvania
Lottery, the Pennsylvania Liquor Control Board
and the Pennsylvania Department of Health.
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Jessica also has 5 years of local government
experience with the Pennsylvania Local Government
Investment Trust as a marketing representative.
When not at work, she likes to spend time with
her two children, go for walks and read books. %

Congratulations to Andrew!

Blue Marsh Lake was recently the fortunate
beneficiary of an Eagle Scout project. Andrew Mask,
of scout troop 154, based at Belleman’s Church,
constructed (4) twelve-foot square leveling pads and
assembled four new picnic tables to put on them.
The pads and tables are located at Lot C in the Day
Use Area of the lake. This will allow community
members to enjoy a picnic in a designated area
while enjoying the views of the lake. One of the
leveling pads is ADA accessible to provide picnic
table access from the handicapped parking space.
Before this work, tables were just placed on the
grass by the lake, which slopes towards the water.
Folks probably had to work a little to keep things
from rolling off the tables. Because of Andrew’s
efforts, the picnic tables are level and ready for
enjoyment! Bern Township is proud of his efforts.
As you can see below, the leveling pads and picnic
tables look great! Andrew will be a senior this year
at Schuylkill Valley High School. We salute him for
his hard work at the lake for his Eagle Scout project,
and wish him the best his future endeavors! <+
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Bern Township

Tree Planting at Bern!

Special thanks to Berks Nature for helping to
improve the appearance of our Municipal Building
campus by providing and planting thirteen trees.
The effort was led by Brooke Leister (in the picture
below) of Berks Nature and her co-workers, Jeremy
and Ryan. The tree types are Blackgum, Swamp
White Oak and Red Maple. The trees were planted
along Old Bernville Road, next to the tennis court
and basketball court, and along the soccer field.
You may notice small tubes on the property — the
trees are inside the tubes which offer the trees
protection until they are established. The trees were
provided and planted at no cost to the township.
Even the road foreman and manager got their
hands dirty and helped to plant some trees. The
trees will enhance the beauty of our campus for
many years to come! Thank you, Berks Nature!! <

Communication Information

The township sends email blasts to residents to
communicate regarding issues such as trash and
recycling collections, snow emergencies, newsletters,
road projects and other “hot” topics of the day. All
email addresses are kept confidential. If you would
like to sign up for this service, please call the Township
Building to provide your email and street address. <

Berks County Recycling News:
www.co.berks.pa.us/swa
Electronic Waste & Tire Recycling:
Tuesdays, Thursdays & Saturdays
8:00 am to Noon Fees apply for tires
County Recycling Center
1316 Hilltop Road, Bern Township

Household Hazardous Waste Collection Dates:
Pre-Registration Required
8:00 am to Noon
October 10, 2026
Berks County Agricultural Center

Paper Shredding:
Pre-Registration Required
8:00 am to Noon
October 3, 2026
Berks County Agricultural Center

Register at www.co.berks.pa.us/swa

Yard Waste Center
Bern Township has a yard waste center located at 1316
Hilltop Road. The hours of operation are as follows:

January — March: 7:30 AM to 5:00 PM
April to June: 7:00 AM to 7:30 PM

July to September: 6:00 AM to 8:30 PM
October to December: 7:00 AM to 6:30 PM

The gates will not open outside of these time frames. %

BTMA News

Berks County Drought Warning: The following
changes were made after the Commonwealth Drought
Task Force met on June 29, 2026: Berks County
was elevated from a drought watch to a drought
warning. Water conservation efforts are needed to
help conserve depleting fresh water sources in the
Berks County area. During a drought warning,
official guidelines recommend a voluntary water use
reduction of 10% to 15%, which generally equals
saving about 6 to 9 gallons of water per person
each day. What can you do as a Bern Township
water customer? Whether a resident or business, we
can all follow these tips. Check for dripping faucets,
showers and continuously running or leaking toilets.
Water landscapes only when needed. Set up a rain
barrel to repurpose rain. Run full dishwashers
& washing machines, using them less often.

(Continued on Page 6)
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Bern Township

Fall Curbside Collection Schedule
The residential curbside collection of Ileaf
and yard waste begins on Monday, October 12
and continues until Friday, December 4. Be
prepared and plan ahead so that you do not miss
the opportunity to have your material collected.

Please follow these helpful tips:

Do not place branches, sticks or other yard waste in
your leaf piles.

* LEATF PILES WILL NOT BE COLLECTED IF
THERE ARE STICKS IN THEM.

* Place leaves in one pile at the curb, away from
mailboxes and flower beds OR place leaves in
biodegradable bags at the curb.

* Garden waste must be placed in biodegradable
bags.

¢ Plastic bags will not be collected.

* (Collections will not be made on rainy days.

* Branches and sticks are to be bundled. Bundles
should not exceed 4 feet in length and not
exceed 40 pounds.

* Place your material at the curb or street line.

You do not need to call the township to
request collections in the fall unless you are using
biodegradable bags. The Road Department will
make collections per the following pre-set schedule:

Monday, Oct. 12 to Friday, Dec. 4
Greenfields Precinct
Schuylkill Precinct
Grange Precinct
County Precinct

We are changing our approach to leaf collection.
We will make a pickup of material at least one
time per week in all of the above districts, over
the entire fall schedule. This type of schedule will
eliminate situations where residents have to wait
weeks at a time to have a collection. Hopefully,
this collection schedule will be better for residents.

Please take your live Christmas tree to the
Township yard waste drop-off area on Hilltop Road.

The road department WILL NOT return after
December 4. PLEASE PLAN ACCORDINGLY!

If you are not sure which precinct you are located
in, please refer to the recycling flyer that was sent
out at the beginning of this year. If you cannot find
it, visit our website, stop by the township building
to get another copy or call the township to ask. %

From Chief Forry

During the first half of 2026, the Bern Township
Police Department remained committed to profes-
sional development and public safety. Department
Leadership completed Police Executive Develop-
ment Training, while officers participated in instruc-
tor recertification, CPR/AED and First Aid training,
crash investigation, tactical response, intelligence
sharing, hostage negotiations, and Fire Marshal
certification courses. The department also welcomed
its newest officer (Gary Dickson), who successfully
completed field training and is now serving the com-
munity on patrol.

Officers responded to several significant inves-
tigations and public safety initiatives throughout
the spring. These included drug investigations that
resulted in the seizure of illegal narcotics and sto-
len property, continued participation in the Berks
County Emergency Response Team (BCERT) during
several high-risk incidents, targeted traffic enforce-
ment along Route 183, and a commercial vehicle en-
forcement detail aimed at improving roadway safety.
The department also coordinated security planning
for the 35th Annual World War II Weekend and re-
sponded to winter weather conditions to help keep
residents safe.

The department also focused on community out-
reach and crime prevention by sharing information
about emerging check washing scams and encourag-
ing residents to take simple steps to protect them-
selves from fraud. Bern Township Police remain
dedicated to proactive policing, ongoing training,
and building strong partnerships with the commu-
nity to provide the highest level of public safety. <

Please help to support your newsletter by
purchasing ad space. Please call 610-926-2267
for information. We thank the businesses that

have supported your newsletter
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BTMA (Continued from Page 4)

Skip the car wash. For further information,
visit the PA DEP website at www.pa.gov
and search for Water Conservation.

The office staff has noticed an increase in calls
from customers saying they have not received their
monthly bill. BTMA customers might consider having
your monthly bill emailed to your inbox. Depending
on your computer security, the first month’s bill may
go to spam or junk. Contact your security system to
allow emails from the BTMA billing email address
which is a Gmail account. No matter how you receive
the BTMA bill, if it is not received it does not excuse
you from paying. If you do not receive your bill by
the 5% of any month, please contact the office. We
can email you another copy or tell you the amount
due. All payments are due by the 25% of the month.
Please call the office if you would like an application
to have your bill emailed to you, or for ACH payments.

HOW TO AVOID A SEWER CLOG!

The main source of many sewer clogs is FOG
(Fats, Oils, and Grease). These are unwanted
byproducts of food preparation and come from a
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variety of food sources such as meats, butter, plant
oils, gravies and dressings. When these products go
down your drain they eventually harden and attach
to your pipes. Over time the pipes will eventually
clog and back up which can result in a costly and
messy cleanup. If we all do our part, we can battle
against FOG. Here are some suggestions to avoid
adding FOG to your pipes: Deposit your excess
food grease in a container to cool and harden, to
be thrown in the trash or reused for cooking. Use
paper towels to absorb grease and put it in the trash.
WHAT TO DO IF YOUR SEWER IS CLOGGED!

If you experience a sewer backup at your
residence or business, your first call should be to a
plumber. Please do not call the BTMA or Township
first. BTMA is only responsible for the sewer main
in the street and the lateral from the main line to
the curb. Your plumber can determine if there is
an issue with the sewer main and then contact the
BTMA office. Calling your professional plumber
first will expedite how to resolve your problem. <
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