BERN TOWNSHIP MUNICIPAL AUTHORITY

Meeting Minutes
Regular Meeting of Bern Township Municipal Authority
April 23, 2025

ATTENDEES: Jay Field, Treasurer; Fred Gurman, Chairman; Irene Reed, Secretary; Gloria Heffner, Asst.
Treasurer; Solicitor, Daniel Becker, Kozloff Stoudt; Kevin Conrad, Engineer, SSM Group

The meeting was called to order by Mr. Gurman, Chairman at 11:00 AM.
AGENDA AMENDMENTS: None.

EXECUTIVE SESSION: None.

PUBLIC COMMENT: None.

MINUTES OF MARCH 26TH, 2025: Ms. Heffner made a motion to approve the monthly minutes of the March
26th, 2025 Meeting. Seconded by Mr. Field. Motion Carried.

TREASURER’S REPORT: Approval was needed for payment of application #5 and change order #6 for a total
$24,514.24 to Barrasso Excavation Inc. for the West Shore and Water District A pump station completion.

Mr. Gurman made a motion to authorize the payment of application #5 and change order #6 in the amount of
$24,514.24 to Barrasso Excavation Inc. Seconded by Ms. Heffner. VOTE: Yes — Mr. Field, Mr. Gurman, Ms.
Heffner, Ms. Reed. Motion Carried

Mr. Field presented the water bill list for April in the amount of $55,533.76 consisting of $37,540.00 to WBWA,;
$6,132.00 to RAWA; $8,220.57 to Empire Services for repair to W. Leesport Rd. due to a water main break in
Feb.

Mr. Field made a motion to pay the April water bills as presented. Seconded by Ms. Heffner. VOTE: Yes — Mr.
Field, Mr. Gurman, Ms. Heffner, Ms. Reed. Motion Carried.

Mr. Field presented the sewer bill list for April in the amount of $101,833.21 consisting of $24,514.24 to
Barrasso Excavation, Inc. for final payment application #5; $3,544.20 to SSM of which $936.00 will be
reimbursed by developers; $40,261.11 to the City of Reading for the quarterly T&T; and $26,316.95 to RRAA for
the quarterly T&T.

Mr. Field made a motion to pay the April sewer bills as presented. Seconded by Ms. Heffner. VOTE: Yes — Mr.
Field, Mr. Gurman, Ms. Heffner, Ms. Reed. Motion Carried.

The Board was relieved that the RRAA bill came down drastically since the new pump stations were in full
operation for the entire quarter.

The CD that came due on April 15t was reinvested by LPL Financial in WBS Financial. No confirmation of the
timeframe or interest rate was received by the meeting for the $240,000 CD on the sewer side. The interest
earned should be around $12,000.

On 4/29/25 a CD will be purchased for $240,000 at a rate of 3.95% with 5 Third Corp. thru LPL Financial. This
was approved at last month’s meeting.

Mr. Field would like to purchase a CD that comes due on 5/2 on the water side for $240,000 and reinvest it for
the best rate possible at 11 or 12 months.

Ms. Reed made a motion to purchase a $240,000 Water CD at the highest rate possible for 11 or 12 mo.’s.
Seconded by Ms. Heffner. VOTE: Yes — Mr. Field, Mr. Gurman, Ms. Heffner, Ms. Reed. Motion Carried.

FINANCE COMMITTEE: None.

PROJECT COMMITTEE: RRAA — Tenant Advisory Committee Report — None.
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PERSONNEL: None

ENGINEER: Pump Stations Update — Change Order #6 for the addition of power loss relays in both pump
stations and payment application #5 need approval.

Mr. Gurman made a motion to approve Change Order #6 and payment application #5. Seconded by Ms.
Heffner. VOTE: Yes — Mr. Field, Mr. Gurman, Ms. Heffner, Ms. Reed. Motion Carried.

The property owner at Leisczs Bridge Rd. and Arnold Rd., has asked why the electrical meter and control panel
were not moved across the street to the new pump station when it was built. Why are the meter and panel still
within the right-of-way on his property? Mr. Conrad mentioned that it was not moved when the new pump
station was built due to significant extra costs to BTMA. If the home owner requests, we could get quotes on
shrubbery.

C&B Development Project — None.
Penske District Services Facility (Hartman South) — None.
Penske Truck & Collison Repair Center — A fire flow test is scheduled to be completed on April 25t 2025.

Reitnouer Property on Stinson — The Fire Marshall is requiring the developer to install a fire hydrant around the
development. Mr. Conrad sent the standard details for residential properties and hydrants.

Bernville Business Center — Plans are awaiting review.

High Billed Usage vs. Usage Billed —Office Admin. received an update that parts for the meter are out of stock
and will not be available until July. The Berks Co. reads have been estimated for over a month and are being
inaccurately reported to the DEP. Atty. Becker will look at the agreement between BTMA and Berks Co.
regarding whether a replacement would be required before the repair.

BWR Pump Station — The pump station flow has been showing high nighttime flows which is unusual.
Ditchcreek Utility Services will be televising the sewer mains leading to the pump stations on April 24t and
completed April 25%. Dave Bonkovich will be checking the water system for leaks within the next 2 weeks.

SOLICITOR’S REPORT: LBA Agreement — The BTMA final draft was sent to LBA this week for them to review.

Penske District Services Facility (Hartman South) — A meeting is scheduled with Atty. Becker, Mr. Conrad and
Atty. DeLuce regarding the Assignment of Easement needed with Scattered Acres & the Hospital.

OLD BUSINESS: Fire Hydrants in West Shore — Discussion about purchasing an impact wrench needed to
repair the 3 fire hydrants in West Shore. Office Admin. received a quote 2 years ago for around $8,000. BTMA
decided to wait on purchasing the tool back then as RAWA was looking to purchase one, however, they did not.
Office Admin. was authorized to get a current quote to purchase the tool if under $12,000, and providing no
other local authority has one to borrow.

Mr. Gurman made a motion to purchase the impact wrench for $12,000 or less, providing no other authority has
one in the local area. Seconded by Ms. Reed. VOTE: Yes — Mr. Field, Mr. Gurman, Ms. Heffner, Ms. Reed.
Motion Carried.

NEW BUSINESS: 505 Martin Ave — Customer had a leak under house that was fixed by a plumber and is
requesting a credit of $289.44 for the water that did not go into the sewer.

Mr. Gurman made a motion to credit $289.44 for the water that did not go into the sewer. Seconded by Ms.
Heffner. VOTE: Yes — Mr. Field, Mr. Gurman, Ms. Heffner, Ms. Reed. Motion Carried.

2205 Bernville Rd — Customer received 10/2023 bill in mail along with current April bill and is requesting the
$6.50 penalty be refunded.



Mr. Field made a motion to credit $6.50 penalty for the 10/2023 bill. Seconded by Ms. Heffner. VOTE: Yes —
Mr. Field, Mr. Gurman, Ms. Heffner, Ms. Reed. Motion Carried.

Constellation Energy — Approval is needed for the renewal of a 49-month contract at $0.09016 per KWH.

Mr. Gurman made a motion to accept $0.09016 per KWH for the 49-month contract. Seconded by Ms. Heffner.
VOTE: Yes — Mr. Field, Mr. Gurman, Ms. Heffner, Ms. Reed. Motion Carried.

Consumer Confidence Reports — A discussion ensued about the weekly testing done at Faller Lane by WBWA
for chlorine as this has been increasing costs to the WBWA bill. Mr. Conrad suggested testing should remain
weekly to keep bacteria levels down. It was decided BTMA will continue weekly testing.

The blow-off valve at Faller Lane close to where water testing is done is rusted and needs to be replaced. Dave
and Vince will determine if they can do the job or if they need to get a quote from Empire.

Windows 10 to Windows 11 Requirements — Windows 11 updates require more computer space and speeds
than what BTMA currently uses. Office Admin. obtained quotes from our computer tech. to give BTMA the
necessary requirements Windows 11 needs.

Ms. Reed made a motion to purchase the $632.00 HP package and related costs up to $3,000 which BTMA
needs for the Windows 11 requirements. Seconded by Ms. Heffner. VOTE: Yes — Mr. Field, Mr. Gurman, Ms.
Heffner, Ms. Reed. Motion Carried.

Downed Tree in Right-of-Way — There was a discussion about a downed tree in the right-of-way on the non-
paved part of West End Dr. over the sewer lines. It was decided to leave the tree alone until a need to move it
presents itself.

Ms. Reed made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 12:41 PM. Seconded by Ms. Heffner. Motion Carried.

Respectfully Submitted,

Irene Reed
Secretary



