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BERN TOWNSHIP MUNICIPAL AUTHORITY 

Meeting Minutes 

Regular Meeting of Bern Township Municipal Authority 

May 27, 2026 
 
ATTENDEES: Jay Field, Treasurer; Fred Gurman, Chairman; Irene Reed, Secretary; Gloria Heffner, Asst. 
Treasurer; Alice Hinkle, Assistant Secretary; Solicitor, Daniel Becker, Kozloff Stoudt; Kevin Conrad, Engineer, 
SSM Group 
 

The meeting was called to order by Mr. Gurman, Chairman at 11:00 AM. 
  

AGENDA AMENDMENTS: None. 
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: None. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT: None.  
 
MINUTES OF APRIL 22ND, 2026: Ms. Reed made a motion to approve the monthly minutes of the April 22nd, 
2026 Meeting.  Seconded by Ms. Heffner.  Motion Carried.   
 
SECRETARY’S REPORT: None. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT: Mr. Field presented the water bill list for May in the amount of $57,237.70 consisting 
of $41,215.00 to WBWA; and $10,078.15 to RAWA. 
 
Mr. Field made a motion to pay the May water bills as presented.  Seconded by Ms. Reed.  VOTE:  Yes – Mr. 
Field, Ms. Heffner, Mr. Gurman, Ms. Reed, Ms. Hinkle.  Motion Carried.   
 
Mr. Field presented the sewer bill list for May in the amount of $112,862.21 consisting of $2,749.93 to SSM; 
$8,800.00 to Axiom for the cranes at PS #7 & #8; $44,717.20 to Barrasso for Payment Application #2 for the 
Stinson Dr. Project; $7,072.50 to LBA for the qtrly. T&T.; and $40,230.84 to the City of Reading for the qtrly. 
T&T. 
 
Ms. Heffner made a motion to authorize the payment of application #2 in the amount of $44,717.20 to Barrasso 
Excavation Inc.  Seconded by Ms. Hinkle.  VOTE:  Yes – Mr. Field, Mr. Gurman, Ms. Heffner, Ms. Reed, Ms. 
Hinkle.  Motion Carried 
 
Mr. Field made a motion to pay the May sewer bills as presented.  Seconded by Ms. Heffner.  VOTE:  Yes – 

Mr. Field, Ms. Heffner, Mr. Gurman, Ms. Reed, Ms. Hinkle.  Motion Carried.   
 

FINANCE COMMITTEE: A Water and Sewer CD came due before the meeting.  The Sewer CD from Fifth 
Third Bank earned $9,480.00 of interest and the Water CD from Goldman Sachs earned $9,600.00 in interest.  
Mr. Field purchased a Sewer CD from Saffron Bank for $240,000 at an interest rate of 3.85% for 12 months 
and redeposited the $240,000 Goldman Sachs CD at an interest rate of 3.95% for 12 months. 
 

PROJECT COMMITTEE:  RRAA – Bi-Monthly Meeting – None. 
 

PERSONNEL: None. 
 

ENGINEER:   Pump Stations Update – The cranes have been installed, and the basket for PS #8 should be 
installed next week. 
 

Penske District Services Facility (Hartman South) – None. 
 

Penske Truck & Collison Repair Center –Project is on hold and will continue after Hartman South is built. 
 

Bernville Business Center – None. 
 
High Billed Usage vs. Usage Billed – None. 
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Miller Agreement – The agreement has been signed by Miller. 
 

Stinson Road Project – Change Order #1 for $8,710.00 and Payment Application #2 for Barrasso needs 
approval. (Payment application #2 was approved under the Treasurer’s Report) 
 
The change order is for additional paving that was not figured in the original contract and a 30 day extension 
to the contract to finish the paving. 
 

Ms. Reed made a motion to approve Change Order #1 for $8,710.00.  Seconded By Ms. Hinkle.  VOTE:  Yes 

– Mr. Field, Ms. Heffner, Mr. Gurman, Ms. Reed, Ms. Hinkle.  Motion Carried.   
 

Review of Tapping Fee Rate – None. 
 

RFP for BTMA Tech Position –Miller Environmental submitted a proposal for the Tech Position.  The annual 
cost will be around $25,000.00 for all the normal duties performed by the current field tech, not including the 
alternate items listed.  Mr. Mazza will continue to do the alternate items which could save BTMA 
approximately $9,000 per year.  
 
A helper for Mr. Mazza will be hired and their hourly rates will be discussed at the June meeting. 
 

Mr. Gurman made a motion to accept the Miller proposal for the Tech Position, excluding the alternative 
services.  Seconded By Ms. Heffner.  VOTE:  Yes – Mr. Field, Ms. Heffner, Mr. Gurman, Ms. Reed, Ms. Hinkle.  

Motion Carried.   
 

Rate Study for Sewer Customers – SSM submitted a proposal for $10,000.00 to work on the rate study for 
sewer customers.  
 

Ms. Hinkle made a motion to authorize SSM to work on the sewer rate study for the quote of $10,000.00.  
Seconded By Ms. Reed.  VOTE:  Yes – Mr. Field, Ms. Heffner, Mr. Gurman, Ms. Reed, Ms. Hinkle.  Motion 

Carried.   
 

SOLICITOR’S REPORT:  Penske District Services Facility (Hartman South) – None.   
 
Penn State Health - There was considerable discussion regarding how much to bill monthly once BTMA 
begins billing the Hospital.   
 
BTMA can bill the Hospital by its sewer rate schedule or a percentage above the amount RRAA will bill 
BTMA for the Hospital’s flow.  It was decided to bill the Hospital according to BTMA’s Sewer Rate Schedule 
for the months of May & June.  For the month of April, the Hospital will pay the amount billed by RRAA based 
on their percent of Flow.  BTMA will pay the entire RRAA Qtrly Bill in July and bill the Hospital the quarter 
based on the above. 
 

RRAA – A meeting between BTMA and the airport will be scheduled in June to discuss a definitive 
agreement. 
 

VMC Group – There are two class action lawsuits BTMA was made aware of.  One is against the company 
used for about 200 feet of PVC piping in PS #7 & 8.  The second is the Comcast breech in September 2023.  
BTMA office admin. will submit applications for both lawsuits. 
 

OLD BUSINESS: None. 
 

NEW BUSINESS:  Chemical Pumps for BWR and PS #1 – Approval is needed to replace malfunctioning 
chemical dispensing pumps at each location, costing $405.00 each. 
 

Ms. Hinkle made a motion to approve purchasing two chemical dispensing pumps at $405.00 each.  Seconded 
By Ms. Reed.  VOTE:  Yes – Mr. Field, Ms. Heffner, Mr. Gurman, Ms. Reed, Ms. Hinkle.  Motion Carried.  
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Water Shut off Fee – The increase to $35 to shut off and on water was increased two years ago, it was not 
stated if the BTMA Tech should get an increase. 
 
The Board decided the entire $35 should be paid to the BTMA Tech.  
 

Ms. Reed made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 12:55 PM.  Seconded by Ms. Hinkle. Motion Carried. 
 

          
Respectfully Submitted, 

 
 

                                                                                Irene Reed, Secretary 


